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then got to the stage where the individual
should be called to account. I have figured
in many politieal arguments, and I have
wilnessed quite a few. One of my friends
seabbed on me on one oceasion and got into
a brawi without me, and I resented it.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You were a bit
lighter then than yon are now.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. But never has
any member of this Chamber stooped to
such depth of degradation as to rob some
member here of his good name. Now we
look over yonder and see the aceuser and
the aceused. The guarantee against decep-
tion and intrigue is there.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Which one?

Mr. MARSHALL: Right over there, That
18 where those who are accused of intripue
and deception sit. It is strange to relate,
but a libellous statement was made on the
pablic platform and published in the Press.

The Chief Secretary: What is it? We
have not heard it yet.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do not get exeited.

Mr. MARSHALL: Tt was said of the
Liberal Party and the Country and Demo-
cratic League. Their interests are hound up
in intrigne and deception, I have a copy
of the publication here, but it is not essen-
tial. A photo of the individual is there as

a gnarantee sgeinst these things. There was’

to be no more deception, no more intrizue
because that partienlar candidate was a
suarantee against those things whieh, ap-
parently, are inherent in party polities. Bul
we find a change. Seemingly this is a case
of Parliament at any price. No matter what
the sacrifice, he will mix with intriguers
and deceivers to get into Parliament.

I would like to know what the electors
of Middle Swan have to say about this
affiliation, It would be interesting to know
what they think of it, now that the public
life of this couniry is being controlled by
men who will belong to party polities, and
party polities is bazed on intrigue and de-
ception. These individuals are kept in their
responsible positions by the accuser who
has now decided to gbsorh inirigue and de-
veption for the sake of Parliamentary
honours. I do not mind it and, if members
have no regard for their good name, and
are prepared to put up with this, then that
is all right. But, Mr. Speaker, as you can-
not address the House, I will speak for

- [COUNCIL.]

you, and I will go so far as to speak for
the primary producers who are members of
the Country and Democratic League and
who are resident in the Middle Swan elector-
ate, I will also 'speak for the members of

the Liberal Party who reside in that
electorate.
Mr, Bovell: They have spoken,

Mr. MARSHALL: They spoke without
being conseious of what was happening.
It has not really struck home yet. Mem-
bers here who belong to the Country and
Democratic League should know of this be-
cause it is not an aceusation simply against
members of Parliament, but against the
Party, and every member of it. Well, there
are in my electorate members of the Country
and Demoeratic League and of the Liberal
Party. Those that I know are honourable
men, though they may not be predisposed
towards my polifies. But I take strong ex-
cepfion to their being accused of carrying
on intrigne and deeeption. But we have the
picture here now of the acenser and the
accused, They sit in beauty side by side;
suech is politics!

The Minister for Lands:
heauty on your bench,

Mr. MARSHALL: All that ¥ want now
is for the public Press to paint that picture
for the electors of Middie Swan and those
of the rest of the State, with or without
cobwebs!

Mr., Grayden: Now tell us how you got
the name of “Lavender Bill.” That would
be mueh more interesting!

You have all the

On motion by Mr. Graham, debate ad-
Jjourned.

House adjourned at 541 pm.

Tlegislative oameil.
Tuesday, 26th August, 1947.
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MOTION—SHEARERS’ ACCOMMODA-
TION ACT.

To Disallow Hut Regulation.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (East) [4.34]: I
move—

That Regulation No. 5 made under the
Shearers’ Accommodation Act, 1912-1944, as
published in the ‘‘Government Gazette’’ of
the 4th July, 1947, and laid on the Table
of the House on the 5th August, 1947, be
and is hereby disallowed.

Paragraph (ii) of Subsection (2) of new
Section §, inserted in the Shearers’ Accom-
modation Act as the result of a Bill passed
in 1944, reads as follows:

Any building provided for sleeping accom-

nodation at the passing of this Act, or any
such building which is in the course of erec-
tion at the time of the said passing or ereeted
thereafter shall be divided inte compartments
to aceommodate not more than three shearers
in each compartment.
The regulation to which I take exception
is based on that provision. There are still
a number of sheds that are not in a posi-
tion to comply with that particular portion
of the Act, Pastoralists cannot procure the
material or the labour to make the necessary
extensions. Unfortunately, this House can-
not amend a regulation; but if this regula-
tion goes through as it stands without any
instruction from the department to the in-
spectors, the latter will be in the unhappy
position of having to enforce it.

If T know anything about union org-
anisers they will see that regulations are
adhered to. This partienlar one might ereate
a very awkward position for a number of
pastoralists at & critiea] time, when there
is no chanee of extending their proper-
ties to provide the requisite aceommodsation.
There is another phase of this matfer. New
Section GA, inserted as a result of the
passing of the amending Bill, reads—

Tf any building provided by any employer
for the accommodation of shearers was erected
hefore the passing of this Aet, then notwith-
standing the provisions of the preceding see-
tion, the emplover shall not be required to
alter the building so that it complies with
the said provisions until after the expiration
of 12 months after the conclusion of the war
in which His Majesty was engaged at the time
of the said pagsing . . .

T would like the Government’s defini-
tion of the phrase “the conclusion of
the war” If this regnlation stands,
it will be enforced by the inspectors
right away whereas the Aect direets
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that this particular seetion shall not apply
until 12 months after peace is declaved. My
contention is that the war has not ended by
any means, and that Section 6A cannot be
enforeed until 12 months thereafter. So I
am afraid that the regulation contradicts
the Act in that respect. There are condi-
tions in the regulations that I think it is
only reasonable should be applied, because
after all shearers, as well as other sections
of the community, should receive proper '
consideration. Moreover, Parlinment has
agreed to alterations fo the Act to meet the .
convenience of these men, and to cut them
ont now, does not appeal to me in the
slightest.

I would like an assurance from the Gov-
ernment that the department will instryet
the inspectors not to enforee this partienlar
regulation providing for extensions so that
a compartment shall eontain only threc beds
instead of four as at present. I would ask
the Government to realise that the regula-
tien is contrary to the Aet passed by Par-
liament, in this respeet: Tt was never
intended to, and eannot apply until 12
months after the end of the war. I move
the motion in the bope that the Minister
will clarify the position, I have already
notified the Leader of the House of the
two points I intended to bring up so that
the Government could have them investi-
gated. All T require is an assurance with
regard to those two matters.

HON. F. B. WELSHE (North) [440]: I
support the motion. When the measure
went through the House the time given for
ity eommencement was 12 months after
the end of the war. Without enterinz into
a discussion about the termination of
the war, on account of the difficulty of ob-
taining labour and materials I do not think
the regulation eould be enforced at present.
It is more difficult to get wmaterial for
work of this nature today than it was dur-
ing the war, quite apart from the fact that
the labour shortage is more acute now than
it was then. I am speaking, of course, of
the pastoral areas and the outback. I bope
censideration will be given to the postpone-
ment of the operation of this regulation
until such time as the position has cased,
I regret having to ask for such a post-
portement, hut I hope the House will give
the matter consideration as Mv, Baxter has
requested.
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THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. G.
B. Wood—East) [4.42]: I think the answer
ix contained in what Mr. Baxter has already
read from new Section GA. The regulation
cannot be enforeed until 12 months after
the end ol the war.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Then why have that
provision in the regulation?

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is
there in order to he ready when it ecan be
enforeed.  The inspeclors have already
.been informed that it is not desired by

the Minister in charge that anything
should be done about it at present.  As
a matter of faet, an inspection will not be
made of the North-West until next{ year,
Tollowing which the Minister will consider
the position.

The Government knows that this regula-
tion eannot be enforced at present. Surely
Mr. Baxter does not think it would impose
on the pastoralists conditions whieh it
knows they could not fulfil! At all events,
the Government could not do that under
the Aet. The war is not yet over, and
~action under the regulation cannot be taken
until 12 months after the end of the war.
Even then, action will not be taken until
material and manpower are available. T
ean assure Mr. Baxter, Mr. Welsh and other
representatives of the North-West that the
Government will take no action in this mat-
ter until the fime is ready for it. Having
siven that assurance, d respeetfully ask
Mr. Baxter to withdraw the motion.

HON. C, F. BAXTER (Hast—in reply)
[4.45]): T must aceept the assuranee of the
Honorary Minister. He said that the Gov-
ernment has already giveninstructions thag
the rerulation is not to he enforced; then
why put that provision in the regulation?
Under the wording of the regulation, if
could be operating now, and it could oper-
ate for some considerable time ‘without the
knowledge of the Minister. I want to make
sure that the depariment—the head of
which is a conseientions and reasonabla
man—has heen instructed that the inspee-
tors are nnt to harass the pastoralists, If
that has heen done, it wiil he all right, bot
T do think the regulation should have been
placed hefore Parlinment without this re-
ferenee. 1 aceept the assuranee given and
ask leave to withdraw the motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn,

[COUNCIL.)
) .

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Eighth Day.
Debate resumed from the 21st Aungust.

HON. C. 6. LATHAM (East) {4.46]: .
wish to join with other members in express

, ing the hope that the President will havi

a speedy return to good health and will som
be again in his place in this Chamber. !
desire also to express thanks to these whe
have been generous enough to welcome the
pew members fo this House, and particu
larly those who have expressed a welcome
to me. At the same time, I hope they are
not expecting too much from me in m
position here.

I propose to diverge from the general
trend of the diseussion so far, by re.
ferring to the position in the Old
Country and  Awvstralia’s  relationship,
with other parts of the Empire, to the Old
Land. Britain has had a trying fime and
has suceceded up to date, but has now reéach-
ed g climax which will mean a hard test
to ensure survival in the commereial world.
For a long time London was regarded as
the financial centre of the world and today
T feel that we will, with regret, see the pass-
ing of that position to another country. We
in Austraiia can do a great deal to heip,
but are we doing all we could? It ig ail
very well to preach awsterity here, but that
will not help-the Old Country unless, through
the austerity we practise, we are ahle to
transport to her more of the things she
requiges.

A little while ago the Commonwealth
(Gtovernment was good enough to make the
Imperial ~ Government a  present  of
£25,000,000, but money is not what the Oll
Country needs now; it requires food, ciuth-
ing and raw materials. T am doubiful whe-
ther we are making available all we ecould,
or should, sapply. When looking at the
retarns two or three days ago, I noticed
that Australin’s cxports have fallen con-
siderably this year as compared with the
previous twelve months. I dare say the ex-
cuse will he that sufficient shipping was not
available, but that excuse should nat hold
valid muoch lonper beeause, if the trade
route hetween Great Britain and Ameriea is
closed, a great deal of shipping should he
available for frade with other parts of the
Fpire,
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It is not a question of whether the Old
Country is to stand alone, beeause if she
falls so will all other parts of the British
Empire. The success of the Empire is due

to the dependence its branches have on one °

another. That dependence was strengthened
a little while ago. For that reason I would
have liked to see—when the rceent confer-
ence was held at Canberra—the Prime
Minister and State Premiers getting together
to determine in what way we eould best help
the Mother Country in its time of need. I
think a great deal can he done by the people
of Australia, hoth individually and colleet-
ively. They are prepared to make a sacri-
fiee, and, after all, that sacrifice will he
made in’ theiy own interests as well as those
of the people resident in that small island.

I am hoping that we in Australia will

turn our attention to speeding up the pro-
duction of the goods required and eonsider
what we can make available to the O1d
Country in the way of such raw materials
as we have. Pitiful tales are told by people
coming here from the Old Country. Truc,
the people of the British Isles are hearing
their burden with great goodwill but, un-
fortunately, the responsibility seems to be
thrown npon Great Britain to provide also
for a large part of Europe, and it is from
that portion of the world we hear the piti-
ful tales, Whatever we can do ought to be
done. I do not think the matter is taken
sufficiently seriously. Even the Press does
not seem to he able to suggest anything
whereby we may do a great deal more than
we avc at present.
' If we get the requisite shipping, I sin-
cevely hope that the people whe have had
charge of the Government for some time,
who determine the foreign policy of Aus-
tralia and Qeeide what goods shal] he ex-
ported, will take a very kindly view of the
position of their fellow-workers oversea. I
refer particulariy to the waterside workers
who, for some time, scem to have determined
the foreign policy for Australia and decided
whether they will permit exports to be
despatehed here or there.

Recently these workers have placed a ban
on the export of potatoes and onions. This
shaws that the Government of -Australia is
in the unfortunate position of having to
delegate its powers ta the waterside work-
ers, These men individually are not a bad
lat, but when they are led by somebody who
holds views at any rate different from mine,
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they secem to assert themselves in an unfair
way. I hope they will renlise that they are
in a position to do muech, I am sntisfied
they could do what the British people sre
being asked to do, namely, work a little
longer hours and work a little more during
the time they are employed. This weuld
materially assisl, beeause it would enable
the ships that eall at the ports to turn
around more rapidly, and this would be a
great help to the Old Country.

I now wish to deal with the policy of the
Commonwealth Government, a poliey that
materially affects this State, and that is the
scheme of nalionalisation upon which the
Federal anthority has embarked, T fee] sure
Australia has just awakened to the faet that
nationalisation has been proceeding in 2
very quiet way for a long time. Probably
this fact has been brought home more clearly
ta eitizens vecently by the announce-
ment  that  the Commonwenlth Govern-
ment proposes to nationalise the banks.
I know that farmers for a long time
have mnot had the management of
their own business; it has been entirely in
the hands of the Federal Minister for Agri-
calturc and his officers, We have been re-
stricted in all sorts of produetion. I do
not say that in some instances this was not
advisable, but ever since Germany collapsed,
farmers should have been encouraged to
produee all they could, knowing that the
world was waiting for food. It could nof
have been otherwise, beeause thé  very
machinery, seed and everything else in
Euavope had been diverted {o war purposes.

That should have been an indication to
the authoritics, but ingtead of this, we have
had restriction of prices and endeavours
to manage the affairs of farmers from Can-
berra. If wg want to get the best from the
people of Australia, we must leave them
to conduct their business in their own way.
Looking back over the years, I cannot see
anything that those engaged in the industry
have reason to blush sbhout. There has been
no exploitation by the farmers. If there
has been any exploitation, the farmers are
the ones who have been exploited. The
men on the land engaged in production were
well able to eonduct their own business until
the Government took a hand in managing
their affairs for them,

We have an agreement entered inte be-
tween the Imperial Government and the
Commonwealth Government to purchase
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all the wool we produce on the understanding
that a fixed price would be paid, the price
to be adjusted from time to time and any
profits made by the Imperial Government

on re-sales of wool to be shared equally’

between the Imperial Government and the
producers of Australia. PBut what do we
find? Although the Prime Minister of the
day, a Labour man by the way, agreed
that our share should be refunded to the
producers, his successor shortly afterwards
decided to repudiate that arrangement, and
a sam of over £7,000,000, which should have
been distributed amongst the producing com-
munity, has been turned over to the Federal
Treasurer.

That is a breach of faith, the like of
which canoot encourage production. In my
apinion, the effect must be to stifle produe-
tion. That is one thing to which I take
strong exception. Another is the manner
in which the Commonwealth has handled the
finuncing of our wheat. True, under the
powers contained in the Constitution, the
‘ommonwealth has the right to acquire any-
thing during a period of war, or at any
other time, but the goods acquired must be
paid for at a just price. The Commonwealth
started off very well in the carly stages.
After having acquired the crop, however,
it found that the priee of wheat was rising,
and evidently considered it would he too
much to allow the producers to have the
whole of the proceeds of their erop at the
world market price. Consequently, it was
decided to supply wheat to the Australian
people at 4. a bushel at sidings. Trrespective
of whether it was payahle or otherwise, that
was the price fixed hy the Commonwealth.
As o matter of faet, wheat cannot be pro-
duced today at d4s. a Dbushel. It is
impossible to make a profit at that price
unless a farmer has a partienlarly good
area of land and experiences g particularly
rood season. However, that is the priee
fixed by the Commonwenlth,

Then, in order to assist another Govern-
ment, and I should say to ensure that the
price of wheat did not rise too high in New
Yealand, a sale was made to that Dominion
at a price far below world parity, and the
wheat “farmers of Australia were expecied
to carry the difference bhetween the cost
of production and the sale price. I under-
stand that since then the Commonwealth
Clovernment hns decided to make the pay-
ment to the producers, but the taxpayers
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of Australia will thus be making a present
to another country of a considerszble sum
of money, a eountry to which, when we par-
chose articles from time to time, we have
to pay the full commercial value. These are
things that caonot possibly encourage pro-
duction; it is a slow form of nationalisation.
This is the sort of thingz that bas been going
on, and now ‘the Commonwealth has decided
to assert itself and take control of the banks.

Gradually the powers of State Parliaments
have bheen taken away, The trend in this
direction began in 1928 when the Financial
Agreement was entered into under which it
was resolved that the State Treasurers and
the Federal Treasurer should meet to deter-
mine what amount of money should be bor.
rowed for the purpose of Australian develo)-
ment, The next step was when it was de-
cided to have a uniform method of taxation.
We had a loophole after the loan funds had
been controlled, more or less, by the Federal
authorities who are the horrowing people.
They then decided to take charge of taxa-
tion. I may sny that on each of those ovea-

‘sions I opposed the step in the interests

of Western Australia. I believed it wax not
in the best interestx of a country with
such a large area ond such a small
population, and  which reguired a great
deal of money for developmental work., 1
vetiture to suggest that owing to the lack
of  finanee over a number of vears for all
Governments in Western Australia, very
slow progress has been made towards
peapling this State,

It wns interesting to me to hear, as 1 did
recently, the Prime Minister of Australia re-
pudiate the agreement entered into hetween
the States and the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, an agreement which is contained in
an Act passed in the Western Australian
Pariiament and assented to an the 23rd Sep-
tember, 1942, 1 will quote this for the bene-
fit of Mr. Fraser, who I understand: was re-
cently at Geraldton and stated that the pre-
sent Leader of the Opposition in the State
Parliament had protested against the rights
of Western Australia being interfered with.
At that time Hon. J. C. Willeock was the
Premier of this State. T think it was quite

" all right at the time for there wns complete

agreement then thaf the Federal authorities
should control all finanve during the war.
The agreement that was entered into was the
measure known gs the Income and Entertain-
ments Tax (War Time Suspension) Act.
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It consists of six sections. Seetion 2 deals
with Lhe suspension of the provision of in-
come tax rates for deduction and contains
the following: .

2. (1) The provisions of the Income Tax
(Rutes for Deduction) Aet, 1939, as amended
by the Ineome Tax (Rates for Deduction) Act
Amendment Act, 1940, shall be and be deemed
to have been suspended with respeet to salary
.or wagesa paid within the period from the first
day of July, One thousand nine hundred and
forty-twe, up to and including the last day of
the first financial year to commence after the
date on which His Majesty ceases to be cn-
gaged in the present war, and no longer.

Also, in connection with the suspension of
certain provisions of the Entertainments
Tax Aect, the Goldmining Profits Tax Aect
and the Hospital Fund (Contributions) Aet,
these words are inserted in each appropriate
seetion. This shows that the agreement was
to remain in existence until one year after
the war terminated. His Majesty is not en-
gaged in any war now, and in 1942 the war
with Germany was the only one in pro-
gress. I say that clearly repudiation is in-
dicated there. The control of finance should
have returned to the respeetive States if the
agreement had been honoured. I am fearful
of what is going to happen in Australia, If
anything is urgently required in these times

" it is population. Australians have been pul
to a very mild test compared with what they
may have to submit to in the futare. 1 speak
feelingly on this subject,

We were indeed lucky to eseape invasion.
The best and cheapest possible defence is
to people our country. 1 think that the
Asiaties with their teeming millions, India
which has just been given its independence,
China and Japan must look with greedy eyes
on the unpopulated parts of Australia, I
remember years ago, in pre-war days, talk-
ing to a distinguished Japanese, whe
pointed out to me that his country was
about the size of Vietoria, He said that
Japan had a population of 47 millions and
Victoriz one of only two millions. He knew
something about statisties. He said our
population was very slow in doubling itself
whereas the population of Japan doubled
itself every seven or eight years, He also
said “What can we do with our people; we
must get an ontlet for them,” and he went
on to ask why Australia could not give
Japan the northern portion of the continent,
secing that we were not using it ourselves.
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The Japanese do not believe in birth eon-
trol, this man pointed out, and he said they
were not cannibals and that they must do
something for future generations. This ap-
plies equally in the cnse of India and China,
We will not be allowed to hold this country
unless e use it. We must people Austra-
lia but we cannot do that without industry;
we cannot have industry without finance;
and we cannot have finance without confid-
ence. If the nationalisation policy of Aus-
tralia in the future is to be carried into ef-
fect, I cannot see people eoming here with
their brains and their money to assist in the
development of this ¢ountry.

We have struggled along in a small way,
gradually but slowly inereasing our popula-
tion. In the matter of natural increase the
situation is deplorable. Even when we bring
people heve, we have politieal parties charg-
ing the Government with baving hrought
them here s that we can have cheap labour.
We will not have any independence at all
unless we see that we do people this country.
We have to look at the matter from that
angle. If nationalisation of banking will
help Australia, let us haye it. What can
it do? Will it encourage finance to come
here? ’

Hon. E. M. Heenan: You were talking
about penpling the country,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We cannot bave
people here without industry. What use
13 it to bring them here unless there is work
for them to do?

Hon. E. M. Heenan: There is plenty of
work.

Hon, C. (. LATHAM: Work is the only
thing that eounts.

-Hon. E. M. Heenan: There is no short-
age of work now.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Not now perhaps,
but a little while ago the Labour Party
threw a lot of nasty remarks at me becanse
1 was associated with the Govermment that
was compelled by the* Labour Prime Min-
1ster of Anstralia to do certain things that
we objected to and we were asked to -earry
the odium of having done those things. At
one time there were foo many people for the
employment that was available. ‘Tempor-
axily there is a lot of work to be done, but
we can do a great deul by working much
harder. .

Hon. I.. B. Bolton: That is the point.
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Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I cannot under-
s'and the advocacy by any party of a policy,
the effeet of which would be merely to keep
men on wages or salaries. No country
was built up merely by a man earning a
pittanee trom one week’s end to another.
My idea is to give people piecework. Leb
them earn what they can, and get out of
the rut as wage carners. I know of many
mea who came to Australia with nothing
but wlho have, by ibeir perseverance and
bard work, become employers of labour.
I know the attitude that was adopted in
Western Auctralia with regard o backyard
factories. I used to dislike them myself,
bhut now I Jo not ebject to any man try-
ing to hetter himself. I have also seen
legislation infroduced on that subject.

Today -ve have on the statute book the
Yactories and Shops Act, which defines a
fuactory ns a business place employing one
person. That is ridienlous. If a man likes
to engage another person to work with him
and thus help him to advanee in life, why
~hould he not do se withont being ham-
pered? [ want fo see a change of policy
and of Leart in this ecountry. T want to
see the worker given the opportunity to
hecome an employer of labour if he so
desires.  When I was in another place, I
suw men kept on the roads year after year.
What outlook did they have at_the end of
the road? Only to lock for another! That
cannot help, We must pive encourage-
ment and opporfunity,  This is the land
of opportunify if we leave people alone and
ilo not hamper their movements by admini-
strative acts that prevent them from em-
barking upon what they desire to do. The
nationalisation of banking or anything of
that description will net, in my opinion,
assist this eountry,

Most of us owe a great deal to the land.
It has heen very kind to us. There is still
0 terrifie amount of work to do there and
&t big arca to populate. T read with disgust
the remarks of a man who went through
the North the other day. When I think of
the diffirultics we have had in the North
nnd of the political parties that have tried
to do something to build up the population,
und the efforts we have made to let people
know what kind of territory we have there,
I am, disgusted that a man should go through
it casually and condemn that part of the
State. That does not help.
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I had a hurrvied trip to the North-West
and the Kimberleys with Mr. Miles and
others and saw something of the potentiali-
ties of that part of Western Australia.
Much requires to be done there, but it can-
not be done if crities continue to condemn
that part of the State every time we make
an attempt to do something. I hope we
will not be gulled into the belief thet scien-
tists know all there is to know. During the
few years I have lived I realise that the
man who can help most is he who knows
his countrv. For the most part scientists
work on theory; they very often fail on the
practical side. I have seen illiterate men,
illiterate through lack of schooling, do the
very best for {hemsclves and their country
without education. It is the man that tries
who gets on, the man who will work. He
is the mau that will heip vs to build up this
country.

I was surprised that a gentleman oeenpy-
ing an imporfant position in another place
should have quoted Hon. King O'Malley as
saying: “It will settle all depressions now
that we ave to have the nationalisation of
banking.'’ It does not require a great deal
of intelligenee to realise that if the Com-
monwealth Banrk, when ecompletely nation-
nlised, can expand credits, so ean it con-
traet them.  Unless the (Government that
believes in the expansiun of eredits remains
in offiee continuously, there may be another
Government that will want to contract
credits,

Hon. E. M. Davies: Was not eredit con-
tracted in the depression days?

Hon. C. . LATHAM: I say if was. Mr.
Scullin invited Sir Otto Niemeyer to come
here and advise him, whieh Sir Otto did,
with the result that the Government of this
State—and I happened to he an unfortu-
nate small part of it—had to foree on the
people a poliey that we have been kicked
with ever since. 1 want members to appre-
ciate that. At that time there were only
two non-Labour Governments. We had to
introduce the Finanecial Emergeney Act
which eontrolled everything.

People can say that Latham believes in
low wages and in people starving, but that
is al! bunkum. The finances were control-
led hy the Commonwealth Government and
the Prime Minister in his wisdom took the
steps that he did; and I am not too sure
but that we gol through it very nicely. I
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admit there was some suffering, but West-
ern Australia eame through the depression
the quickest and easiest of all the States,
and we probably made some improvement
to our finances inasmuch as we did, at that
time, make the pound worth much more
than it is today. e gave power {o the
Arbitration Court to reduce, or otherwise
vary the basic wage quarterly, and that
has heen done ever since. It is rising now,
so0 it is all right; but when we allowed that
to be done it was wrong.

Hon. E. M. Davies: But you did it when
the cost of living was falling.

Hon. C. G. LATHADM: Yes. We were
making the pound worth more. That is
what the people did not understand. TUn-
fortunately we lead the people astray when
we make them believe that the only things
that count ave pounds, shillings and
penece, when it is the purchasing power of
the pound that counts. When I was a
voung fellow I knew what I could buy a
pair of boots for, but if I went into a shop
today with the same amount of money they
wonld throw me out. The value of the cur-
rency was greater in those days. The more
we dilly-dally and mishandle our finances
the greater will be the depreciation of our
currency.

Even the younger members here know
very well that today the pound does not
purchase anything like what it did when
they were youngsters. If we give a child
a penny today he will toss it baek, but
when I was young I was glad to get a penny
hecanse it was worth something. Today we
want help, people, industries and money,
and we do not get them simply because we
eannot instil confidence in the people
whom we wani to come here. Many per-
sons believe that the Commonwealth Bank
will be able simply io get all the money
that is wanted when depressions come—
and T suppose they will come. T have seen
them in my lifetime. The last was not the
only one I have experienced. If this power
is handed over to a bank politically con-
trolled, the control might be exercised
equally in another direction.

What is going to happen in nine years’
time to our State Savings Bank which we
transferred to the Commonwenlth Bank?
Many people do not know the histery of
these things; they have short memories. In
1931 we transferred to the Commonwealth
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Bank—not the Commonwealth Government
—the State -Savings Bank for a period of
25 years, and that period will expire in
nine years’ time. There iz an agreement
which forms a schedule to an Aect known as
the State Savings Bank Transfer Aect,
which was passed in 1931, It was assented
to on the 16th October, 1931, and came
into existenee, by proclamation, on the 1st
November of the same year. Clause 15 of
the agreement entered into, which is part
of the First Schedule of the Act, pro-
vides—

This agreement to be for a period of twenty-
five (25) years from this date the Government
to have the option of continuing the arrang:-

ment for a further period not exceeding an.
additional twenty (20} years.

It is left to this State Government to de-
termine whether or not it will eontinue the
agreement., I suppose we will be so deeply
involved with it, as we are with all the
agreements we have centered into with the
Commonwealth Government, that it will he
impossible for us to recover control of the
State Savings Bank. I shall be interested
to see if the Government of the day de-
sires to exercise its powers under that
agreement, and what will happen.  The
agreenent was signed by the then Premier
of this State, Mr. E. C. Riddle the Gox
ernor of the Commonwealth Bank; and
the Prime Minister, on behalf of the
Treasurer of the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia, approved of the agreement.

If we have nationalisation of banking we
will certainly have the Rural and Indus-
tries Bank so long as it does not get inte
difficulties as the State Savings Bank did.
If that happens, the Rural Bank will be
non-eXisient, so there will be only one bank,
which will mean that the independence of
the individual must go. There is a good
deal of hoarding teday. From the figares
disclosed from time to time we find that
£17,000,000 or £18,000,000 was all that
was in the pockets of the people in 1939,
and it has now reached the enormous figure
of over £200,000,000. That is a terrific sum
of money to be out among the people. It
is not in the banks. The usual term to
describe it is ‘‘under the ecarpet.” But
certainly the people must be carrying m
great deal more money now than they did
a few years ago.

I do not know whether the public will have
any more confidence becanse of its money
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heing placed in the Commonwealth Bank
than it has today. The Commonwealth
Buank has been in existence for a long time
and the people have had every opportunity
to transfer their acounts to it, but for
some reason they have not done so. They
huve preferred to remain with the Associ-
ated Banks. Why there should be inter-
terence now, I do not know. When the
{'ommonwealth Bank took over the State
Savings Bank the money in the Common-
wealth  Savings Bank was  just over
£2,000,000—in round figures—while our
State bank had £8,000,000, The people al-
ways seem to have had more confidence in
something over which they can have close
control, and they had closer confrol over
the State hank than was possible over the
Commonwenlth Bank with its beard of
mgnagement in Sydney. I am Loping that
whatever aetion is taken, it will not mean
the delaying of the peopling of this country.

say a little about the
40-hour week. To me if seems -para-
doxieal to hear members of thig
Chamber, and of other places, advoecating,
and rightly so, an increase in the price of
gold. T agree that it ought to be highes
because of our depreciated eurrency. But
to ecome along simulianeously and ask for
a 40-honr week seems to me fo be some-
thing that can best be described as a para-
dox. On the one hand we want more money
for a certain produet and on the other we
ask that less work shall be done. If in-
dustry ean stand it and the people are will-
ing to eontinue with an inflated eurrency,
it s all right; but there must come a time
when they will realise that they will never
catch np with it.

Surely this is not the time for ns to ad-
voeate shorter hours, 1 ean picture how,
if thizs Government were to advocate what
the Imperial Government is urging in
(ireat Britain, it would be hounded from
dne end of the State to the other. The
British Government is asking for longer
working hours and more work, and is even
including the junior workers
women. Why is that being done? It is to
try to save the country. Surely we in the
Commonwealth should not ask for shorter
hours when the Mother Country, which has
stood to ns in every way possible sinec the
birth of Australia is doing what it is today.
Britain needs our help and wants us to
hand over everything we can to assist if.

I want to

and the-

[COUNCIL.]

We should do that. It is wrong for Aus.
tralia—an important part of the Empire—
to be advoeating shorter hours when our
fellow workers in another part of the Em-
pire have to work longey hours, and with
less food. I would like to see this advocacy
of shorter hours abandoned for the time
heing.

I believe in the production of gold. After
all, T would like to see gur pound note back-
ed by something and for that purpose I
know of nothing more stable than gold. The
Goldfields members spoke truly when they
sald thot the goldmining industry has done
a great deal for the development of Western
Australia; it has also done a lot to help Aus-
tralia. I can rememher, as a youngster, when
the Goldfields were opened up, and money
was Howing from here to the Eastern States
where it belped the people out of a very
serious depression, When agriculture slump-
ed, goldmining flourished, and we main-
toined a very good halanee hecause of thal.
We ought to give the Goldfields people auy
help that we e¢an, and I agree with Mr.
Bennetts who stated the other day that the
State Government is not doing sanficient to
encourage the people on the fields. I am
tald that at Norseman water supplies cost
10s, per thousand gallons. That is seandalons,

Hon. G. W. Miles: It is 30s. at Port Ied-
land.

Hon, C. G, LATHAM: Where do they
get their water from?

Hon. F. R. Welsh: It is 3s 6d. per 100
gallons.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: And you eannot al-
ways get it at that price.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: On the Goldfields
we have run a main to Norseman, and oany
eontribution the city people ean make to-
wards lessening the eost there should he
made, no matter what Government is in
power., To ask women and children to go
to such a dusty and dirty place to live
while their husbands produee gold for
us, is wrong. Let the Government of the
day at lenst show that it is anzious and
willing to encourage people to leave the eity
and go into the back country. I have seen
the places they live in. I consider that with
another 14. rate levied in the metropolitan
area, we could almost supply these people
with free water.
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Personally, I am right behind those mem-
bers in this House who advoeate better treat-
ment for the people on the Goldfields and
i outback areas. Sacrifices cannot always
be made by the yural community. The city
folk enjoy all the amenities that we ean
possibly provide. Let us appreciate the faet
that our brothers and sisters who go out
into the country areas, produce the vesl
wealth of the State. I do not think there
i3 any man or woman residing in the metro-
politan area who, if the case were put be-
fore him or her in a reasonable manner,
would not agree to make some contribution
fowards alleviating the disabilities of those
who live outhack.

The Government seems to he rather afraid
to deal withe sueh an aspeet. The trouble
js that too many Ministers take the advice
of their offieers, who are real typical publie
servants and desire to see that anything done
must he made to pay its way. They attempt
to make every projeet pay by means of
direct contributions, The people who reside
at Norseman, I would remind the House, do
not pay merely taxation but also have to pay
high railway freight charges.

Hon. W. R. Hall: That applies to these
living in Kalgoorlie and other Goldficlds
towns,

Ilon. (. (. LATHAM: That is so. What
city people fail fo realise is that those living
outhack have to pay these very high charges
and, in addition, make many indirect pay-
ments towards the revenue of the State. Last
session legislation was introduced with the
object of inaugurating a comprehensive
water supply seheme for the rural areas. In
such matter there is altogether too much
attention paid to the aspect that those to
whom -the water is sapplied must be in-
dividually responsible for paying for it. The
more water that is supplied to a farmer the
more crop he can sow and the more stock he
ean run, with consequent greater produoction
from his holding. Not only is such a man
a great benefaector to his country but he
contributes additional revenue to the funds
of the Treasurer. [ hope that the Ministers,
who are new to office, will take that phase
into consideration.

Let us make the life of the conntry people
more attractive. We must not forget that
it is the people in the rural areas that will
provide for the defence of the Common-
wealth, During the last war we discovered
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in no uncertain fashion where the weak links
were in this State and, in faet, in Australia
itself. We remember the talk about the
Brisbane Line and suchlike considerations.
The authorities knew very well that there
was no-ong available for the protection of
the country. If we were to string our people
along the huge coastling that we possess,
what defence could they offer? None what-
ever]! 1 emphasise that we must make
country life more attractive, whether those
outhaek are engaged in agricultural, min-
ing or pastoral pursuits,

I listened with a great deal of interest tu
the speech by Mr. Benuetts when le re-
ferred to the utilisation of land in the
Esperance distriet. Some years ago a
Sclect Committee, which was eonverted into
an Honorary Royal Commission, investi-
gated the problem of dealing with the light
lands of the State, particularly in parts
where the Government had already provided
necessary faeilities such as railways, roads,
water supplies, schools and the like, Dur-
ing the course of the inquiry, we paid a
visit to Esperance, At that time Mr. Nul-
sen, the DMinister for Railways in the
Labour Government, was n member of
the Select Committee, I am amazed 1
think that, although holding ministerial of-
fice for so long, that gontleman Qid not siir
some of his fellow members of Cohinet to
do something in the interests of that part
of the State.

To a certain extent the Esperance peopls
have demonsirated whaf ean he done with
the eountry there. I admit that, like other
farmers, the men down there picked out the
best of the land available at the time, ow-
ever, they clearly demonstrated, at any rate
to me, what could he done to develop fully
some parts of that area—and yet no pro-
gress has been made sinee. Probably the
trouble was that some failures had been ex-
perienced in the heavier country to the
north of Esperance. The fact remains {hat
the rainfall in the belt surrounding that
port is fairly reasonable, but further north
at Salmon Gums some diffieulty certainly
was experienced. The soil there was proved
to be deficient in some respects and whether
that was due to lack of moisture or to
moisture #ot heing available at the most ap-
propriate period, has not heen clearly
established.
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Certainly, a great deal of money has heen
spent in that part of the State but I do
not think it can be regarded as altogether
wasted because the results of the experi-
ments ecarried out there have taugbt
us some lessons. However, that does
not apply to the Esperance distriet
where there is so much light land
that is, I bhelieve, eapable of growing
good pastures and even cereals. I am cer-
tainly surprised that Mr. Nulsen, who was
such a great advocate of the development
of our light lands and made such a point
of the Seleet Committee visiting the district
to see what suceess had been achicved, has
not since done anything towards encourag-
ing settlement in that part of the State.

T trust the present represcntafives of the
province in which Esperance is located, will
submit a scheme to the Government and that
the Government in turn will adopt it in the

interests of the State ns a whole. Esperance -

is a very important place and it is worth
while settling people there if they can make
a living. OQbviously, it is useless putting
them on land where they cannoot succeed,
but the prospect of profitable operations in
the Esperance distriet is reasonably good.
1 am certainly anxious that something should
be done to further development there,

Dealing with land settlement, I am rather
surprised that discharged service men who
want to follow farming pursuits should “be
taken down to some hots at Harvey in order
to be instructed in farming. To me that is
most exiraordinary, I should have thought
that they would be given some more adequate
nsight inte farming operations and agricuol-
tura) methods, To do that T imagined that
the assistance of some successful farmers
woeuld have been obtained and the ex-Service
men placed with them so that they wonld
he taught not only tilling the soil but the
husines=s side of farming. They could get
that from practical farmers,

The Honorary Minister: Do you not be-

Tieve in taking the adviee of researeh officers?
That is why they were sent there—to get
advice from some 20 research officers.

Iion. C. G. LATHAM: There is nothing
like a little practienl work.

The Honorary Minister: They get that,
Loo. .
Hon. C. G, LATIIAM: Fancy a wheat
farmer going there (o get some practical
knowledge!

[COUNCIL.)

The Honorary Minister: He does not go
there to get practical knowledge; he gets
that elsewhere,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Minister in-
terjected that they got not only the theor-
etical but the practical side as well.

The Honorary Minister: I did not say
that,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Surely to good-
ness, if such men are going on farms and
they have to milk a cow, they know on
which side of the cow to go!

The Hounorary Minister: You go down
there and see the work that is being under-
taken, '

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have been to
some places where there have heen a lot
of lecturves and so forth. I remember one
very elever man, one of the cleverest of his
type in Western Augtralia, who paid a visit
to the wheatbelt. I happen fo be a wheat
farmer and know just as much about wheat
produetion as most people.  The man I
have in mind--I will not mention his name
—was addressing a meeting about wheat
production.  One of the farmers present
said, “If 1 sow clean wheat, will it prove
smutty ?” The expert said it would not. He
did not tell that man that even if he did sow
clecan wheat he wounld not he ahle to tell if
it was frer of smut.

In consequence of what the expert said
at the weeting, the man sowed his wheat
and later asked me strip it for him, I
certainly never want to strip another erop
of smutty wheat; it was three-quarters smut
ond the rest wns partial wheat. That was
what happened through following the advice
of an exp:rt, ong of the outstanding men
of his fype in the State at the time. &o
I happen to know all about the advice of
such men! I know about curing smutty
wheat amd in the instance I have referred
to, the expert did not tell the farmers what
the position really was.

The IMonorars Minister: You do not cure
fmut: yon prevent it

Hon, C. G. LATIIAM: That is quite
all right; T know that. A farmer eannat tel}
whether there is any smat on the small hairs
or spores attached to a grain of wheat, un-
iess he exnmines it under a microscope, I
am satisfied that if the Government had
secured the assistance of sueh practieal and
sneecssful farmers as Maisey of Dowerin,
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Lundy of Cunderdin and Bert Teasdale of
Merredin, the prospective soldier seftlers
would learn in six months more of the
practical side of farming than would be
possible otherwise.  They would certainly
learn to appreciate the fact that farming
is not just a question of tilling the soil but
of the possession of intelligenee,

The Honorary Minister: That is what
they are taught at Harvey,

Hon, C. G, LATHAM: I am scrry for
the innoecence of the Honorary Minister.

The Honerary Minister: I am sorry for
vou and your innocence!

Hon. C. &. LATHAM: I can tell mem-
hers that there was a former membey of this
Chamber—1 shall not mention his name—
who was n Bachelor of Seience in Agri-
culture, and he was one of the worst farmers
in his distriet. )

The Honorary Minister: He was a great
friend of yours.

Hon, L. B. Bolicn: Even so, that is quite
possible,

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: Yes, but it shows
that a farmer must have the practical side
as well as the theoretical. It is all very
well talking about the theoretical side but
we must not lose sight of the fact that
there is the practical side as well. I can
quite imagine myself as a young man, com-
ing back from World War I and being
herded into a hut with others at Harvey to
he taught farming along the lines I have
indigated. I hope that when the soldier
zettlers are sent on to farms they will not
he placed in distriets about which they
know nothing. It is no good sending a man
who has spent all his life in the Geraldton
district down fo, say, a farm at Gnowan-
cerup, because the conditions are totally
different. .

I am very anxious that failures similar
to those that were experienced after World
War T shall not oceur this time. I think
we are too prone to exaggerate the failures
that take place and are inclined to forget
the suecesses ahout which we hear nothing.
Those who sueeeed are the silent people,
while the failures ave those that make all
the noise. T eommend that advice to the
Honorary Minister in charge of the Agri-
cullural Department who, T am sure, does
not preiend to know the last word about
overything. T hope he will aecept in the
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right spirit advice tendered him by people
who have had years of experience. For
my part I am merely anxious that we shall
not have failures this time. It must be
borne in mind that the same opportunities
are not available now as there were during
World War I. I am beginning to feel that
the new settlers will start with a great load
of indebtedness because the cost of farms,
machinery and stock and the capital neces-
sary to establish them on their holdings
are so much greater today.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Costs have trebled.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: If the Common-
wealth Government is to fix the price of
wheat at sidings at 4s. a bushel, the new
settlers will have yery little hope of suc-
cess. The mistake the Federal authorities
made in fixing the selling price of farm eom-
modities was that it means, in effect, impos-
ing such a liability on the unfortunate
settler that he will bhave to carry it in-
definitely.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: He will have no hope
of getting rid of that liability.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is essential that
while prices are high, farmers shall be
given every opportunity to get as much as
they ean for their products and so clear
their holdings of past indcbtedness and at
the same time build up their reserves, par-
ticularly of requisites for the farm, At
present their farming implements are in a
state of disrepair and it is impossible to
buy new machines. Their horses are old,
Their ewes have deteriorated because it
has not been possible to finance the im-
portation of other breeding stock, The Com-
monwealth Government should leave these
men with sofficient money so ibat when
had times come—do not make any mistake,
in spite of the Commonwenlth Government’s
efforts at nationalisation, we shall not have
all peak years—these men will be able to
go even to the Commonwealth Bank and
get temporary assistanee,

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: We hope!
Hon. C. F. Baxter: They might!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That might be in
the laps of the gods, too. We can do no-
thing with the Commonwealth Government,
hut it ought to he hronght home to the
Federal authorities that during the depres-
sion period and the years that followed it
up to the time of World War II, many
Earmers had fallen deeply into debt. e
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ought to give them a chance to frre them-
selves of that debt and build up reserves
to enable them to re-equip their farms. I
would ask the Minister for Mines to con-
vey to his fellow Ministers a little advice
from our country districts. Year after year
we appear to spend a tremendous amount
of money on roads. The work is carried
out under the supervision of unqualified
men, ’

I kope that our country road boards will
get together and deoide upon employing an
engineer. .1 understand the Minister for
Works is advoeating that policy, and it is
a step in the right direetion. I was for
a long time associated with a country road
hoard and I found that, so to speak, money
was thrown on to roads and yet a year or
two afterwards thev had to be re-construe-
ted. If the boards had the advice of an
engineer (ualified in road eonstruction and
consolidation, that waste would not take
place. Many voad boards are too small to
engace an engineer, but they could amal-
gamate tor that puorpose.

ton. W, R, Hall: Many road hoards have
insuflicient revenue.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That method was
all right in the horse-and-sulky days; but
today we havp motorenrs and ean travel
great distances in a short space of time.
Therefore, the supervision of a larye area
would nof present so many difficulties. I
have known sotne main roads that have
been reconstrueted three times and men
are again working on them this year. That
is probably due to inability to obiain the
necessary material to topdress the roads,

ITon W. R. Hall: Bitumen has not heen
obtainable,

Hon. C, G. LATHAM: That has been
the trouble. If a board wishes to build
a by-road leading to a siding, it would he
better for it to get an engineer to advise
as tn the best method of _construetion.
Many roads get washed away. The sum
. of £1,000 may be spent on them each
vear for two or three yearsy whereas if
£2,000 were cxpended under proper super-
vision in the first vear the cost of mainten-
anee would be considerably reduced and the
recurring expenditure avoided. We have had
men trained in engineering at our University
who, immediately their course was completed,
had to go elsewhere because there was ne
work for them in this State. This wonld be

[COUNCIL.)

an opening for such men, as one engineer
could do the work for three or four boards,
with the result that the roads would remain
in a better condition for a much longer
period.

Hon. H. Tuckey: You cannot make the
roads better without spending a great deal
more yevenue.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: I am sure money
would be forthcoming if road material were
available, We are lucky in Western Aus-
tralia. Gravel is conveniently situated every-
where. Members who have travelled over
the prairies in Canada no doubt wonder
how the devil roads are made there, becanse
‘the black soil extends for miles and miles.

Ion. W. R. Hall; Gravel does not make

the best reads unless it is mixeéd with elay.
Gravel causes corrugations,

ITon. C. G. LATHAM: We all know that
gravel by itself would be usecless, Sand on
elay makes n good road. In fact, we all
know the gemeral uses to which soils can
be put. I am sorry Mr, Heenan is not
present, as I wanted to have a word or
two to say on his statement about divorce,
I am one of those who would discourage
divoree in every way possible. For that
reason I am probably in agreement with
him; but if he thinks that the witkholding
of publication from the newspapers will
help in any way, I assure him he is wrong.
Many people who may be thinking of ob-
taining a divorce are sensitive; they wonld
not jike to see their names published in
some weckend newspaper. I will admit 4hat
we must make a decision as to whieh is
preferable, a divoree or an unofficial wife,
There is no other alternative.

Hon. L. A. Logan: They call them de
facte wives nowadays.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: It is a serions

matter, but the further we get away
from the war prried, the tetter it
will he. The war was the cause in Aus-

tralia and elsewhere of the breaking-uy of
mary homes, People contracted hasty mar-
riages during the war peried. It will not,
however, he any henefit to adopt a hush-
hush policy. I agree with what was said
by a judge a little while ago, that the puh-
licity given to these cases gometimes acts
as a deterrent. Anything we can do to stop
people from rushing into marriages about
which they are sorry afterwards, we should
do.
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Hon, L. B. Bolton: The sordid side could
he kept from publication,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The sordid side
of some criminal offences is much more
demoralising.

Hon. L. B. Botton: I agree with that, too.

Hon, C. G, LATHAM: I do not read the
reports of divoree cases,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You are sophisti-
cated!
Hon. . G. LATHAM: As one grows

older one gets sophisticated, It all depends
upon the eompany ore keeps.

Hon. L., B. Bolten: Is that why you came
here from another place?

Hon. . G. LATHAM: Tf T am entitled
to answer interjections, I would say that
came here because there appeared to he no
better place to go to.

Hon, L B. Bolton: That is a comphment

Hon. ¢. G, LATHAM: T have found it
a nice spot. I have been well received and
I hope that my stay will e a long one.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: Hear, hear!

Hon, €. G. LATHAM: I feel that we
shall get on very well together. If we get
on as well as we have up to date, I shall
be satisfied—-and I hope members will, be
too, That is my contribution te the Address-
in-reply debate. I wish to congratulate the
Ministers, who have taken on a big job, but
they do not want to get the notion that
theirs is the only opinion.

The Honorary Minister:
one to talk like that!

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: In Western Auns-
tralis there are many people anxious to
help. That is the eo-operative spirit of the
people of the British Empire and it will
get us out of our diffieulties. We still have
a diffieu)t task ahead of us. I would not

Yop are 2 nice

like to sec the Old Country fail; T wonld

give my last shilling and would work until
I could toil no longer to prevent it, and I
think my sentiments are shared by cvery trug
Australian. Let us give the Old Country
whatever help we can to assist her to rally.
She may be passing through a temporary
phase, but her people are tightening their
helts. Let us join with them and make
sacrifices equal to theirs.

On motion by Hen. A. Thomson, dehate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.54 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS,

RAILWAYS.
As to Tenders for Supplying Locomotives.
Mr. STYANTS (on notice} asked the

Minister for Railways:

In the “Kalgoorlie Miner” of the 26th
July he is reported to have said that since
his Governmeni took office, orders had been
placed for about G5 locomotives. If eorrectly
reported, will he inform the House of the
following details :—

(1} Classes and numbers of engines in-
volved in cach class?

(2) Dates tenders were called for each?

(3) Dates tenders were accopted?

{4) Names of suceessful tenderers?

(3) Approximate dates of delivery?

(6) The date that tenders were called for
the 23 PR locomotives, the contract for
which was recently signedt

{7) Date tenders were accepted?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) 55 locomotives are on order, elasses
and numbers being:—(a) PR, 25 loco-
motives; {b) 4-8-2 light rail, 30 locomotives.

{2) (a) Quotations were sought through
Agent General by cable dated the 17th Octo-
ber, 1946; (b) In view of the necessity for
early augmentation of light rail locomotive
stock, approval was given on the Tth July,
1947, to placing an order for the light rail
locomotives, subject to right of cancellation
following report of Royal Commissioner on
Railways.



