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then got to the stage where the individual
should be called to account. I have figured
in many political arguments, and I have
witnessed quite a few. One of my friends
scabbed on~ me on one occasion and got into
a brawl without me, and I resented it.

lion- A. H1. Pantion: You were a bit
lighter then than you are now.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. But never has
any member of this Chamber stooped to
such depth of degradation as to rob some
mnenmber here of his good name . Now we
look over yonder and see the accuser and
the accused. The guarantee against decep-
tion and intrigue is there.

Hon. J. B. Sleernan: Which one?

Air. MARSHALL: Right over there. That
is where those who are accused of intrigue
and deception sit. It is strange to relate,
but a libellous statement was made on the
public platform and published in the Press.

The Chief Sevretary: What is it! We
have not heard it yet.

lion. A. H. Fenton: Do not get excited.

Mr. MARSHALL: It was said of the
Liberal Party and the Country and Demo-
crotic League. Their interests are hound up
in intrigue and deception. I have a copy
of the publication here, but it is not essen-
tial. A photo of the individual is there as
a guarantee against these things. There was'
to be nb more deception, no more intrigue
because that particular candidate was a
guarantee against those things which, ap-
parently, are inherent in party polities. But
we find a change. Seemingly this is9 a ease
of Parliament at any price. No matter what
the sacrifice, he will mix with intriguers
and deceivers to get into Parliament.

I would like to know what the electors
of Middle Swan have to say about this
affiliation. It would be interesting to know
what they think of it, now that the public
life of this country is being controlled by
men who will belong to party polities, and
party politics is based on intrigue and de-
eeption. These individuals are kept in their
responsible positions by the accuser who
has now decided to iibsorb intrigue and de-
ception for the sake of Parliamentary
honours. I do not mind it and, if members
have no regard for their good name, and
are prepared to put up -with this, then that
is all right. But, Mir. Speaker, as you can-
not address the Rouse, I wvill speak for

you, and I wvill go so far as to speak for
the primary producers who are members of
the Country and Democratic League and
who are resident in the Middle Swan elector-
ate. I will also 'speak for the members of
the Liberal Party who reside in that
electorate.

Mr. Bovell: They have spoken.

Mir. MARSHALL: They spoke without
being conscious of what was happening.
It has not really struck home yet. Mtem-
hers hero who belong to the Country and
Democratic League should know of this be-
cause it is not an accusation simply against
members of Parliament, but against the
Party, and every member of it. Well, there
are in my electorate members of the Country
and Democratic League and of the Liberal
Party. Those that I know are bonourable
men, though they may Dot be predisposed
towards my politics. But I take strong ex-
ception to their being accused of carrying
on intrigue and deception. But we have the
picture here now of the accuser and the
accused. They sit in beauty side by side;
such is politics!

The Minister for Lands: You have all the
beauty on your bench.

Mr. MARSHALL: All that I want now
is for the public Press to paint that picture
for the electors of Middle Swan and those
of the rest of the State, with or without
cobwebs!

Mr. Grayden: Now tell us how you got
the name of "Lavender Bill." That would
he much more interesting!

On motion by Mr. Graham, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 5.41 p.m.

Tuesday, 26th August, 1947.

PAnt
Motion:- Shearers' Accommodation Act, to disalow

but regulation................47
AddsesaIn-reply, eighth day ..................... 348

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.
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MOTION-SHEARERS' ACCOMMODA-
TION ACT.

To Disallow Hut Regulations.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (East) [4.341: 1
move-

That Regulation'lNo. 5 made under the
Shearers' Accommodation Act, 1912-1944, as
published in the ''Government Gazette'' of
the 4th July, 1947, and laid on the Table
of the House on the 5th August, 1947, be
and is hereby disallowed.

Paragraph (ii) of Subsection (2) of new
Section 6, inserted in the Shearers' Accom-
nmodation Act as the result of a Bill passed
in 1044, reads as follows:

Any building provided for sleeping aceom-
modation ait tho passing of this Act, or any
such building which is in the course of crec-
tiol] at the time of the said passing or erected
thereafter shall be divided into compartments
to accommodate not more than three shearers
in each compartment.

The regulation to which I take exception
is based on that provision. There are still
a number of sheds that are not in a posi-
tion to comply with that particular portion
of the Act, Pastoralists cannot procure the
material or the labour to make the necessary
extensions. Unfortunately, this House can-
not amend a regulation; but if this regula-
tion goes through as it stands without any
instruction from the department to the in-
spectors, the latter will he in the unhappy
position of having to enforce it.

If I know anything about union org-
anisers they will see that regulations are
adhered to. This particular one might create
a very awkward position for a number of
pastoralists at a c-ritical time, when there
is no chance of extending their proper-
ties to provide the requisite Accommodation.
There is another phase of this matter. New
Section GA, inserted as a result of the
passing of the amending Bill, reads-

If any building providedI by any employer
for the accommodation of shearers was erected
before the passing of this Act, then notwith-
standing the provisions of the preceding. see;-
tion, the employer shall not be required to

altr te bilding so that it comiplies. with
theL said provisions until after the erniration
of 12 months after the conclusion of the war
in which His Majesty was engaged at the time
of the said passing...

I would like the Government's defini-
tion of the $hrase "the conclusion of
the wvar." If this regulation stands,
it will be enforced by the inspectors
right away whereas the Act directs

that this particular section shall not apply
until 12 months after peace is declared. My
contention is that the war has not ended by
any means, and that Section 6A cannot be
enforced until 12 months thereafter. So I
am afraid that the regulation contradicts
the Act in that respect. There are condi-
tions in the regulations that I think it is
only reasonable should he applied, because
after all shearers, as well as other sections
of the community, should receive proper
con sideration. Moreover, Parliament has
agreed to alterations to the Act to meet the
convenience of these men, and to eat them
out now, does not appeal to moe in the
slightest.

I would like an assurance from the Gov-
ermnent that the department will instruct
the inspectors not to enforce this l)atrtieular
regulation providing for extensions so that
a compartment shall contain only three bed%
instead of four as at present. I would ask
the Government to realise that the regula-
tion is contrary to the Act passed by' Par-
liament, in this respect: It was never
intended to, and cannot appl 'y unill 12
months after the end of the war. I move
the motion in the hope that the M.Ninister
will clarify the position. I have already'
notified the Leader of the House of the
two points I intended to bring up so that
the Government could have them investi-
gated. Al] I require is an assurance with
regard to those two matters..

HON. F. R. WELSHR (North) [4.40]: 1
support the motion. When the measure
went through the House the time given for
its commencement was. 12 months, after
the end of the war. Without entering into
a discussion ahont th e termination of
the war, on account of the difficulty of ob-
taining labour and materials I do not think
the regulation could he enforced at present.
It is more difficult to get material for
work of this nature today than it was dur-
ing the war, quite apart from the fact that
the labour shortage is more acute nowv than
it was then. I am speaking, of course, of
the pastoral areas and the outback. I hope
consideration will be given to the postpone-
ment of the operation of this regulation
until such time as the position has eased.
I regret having to ask for such a post-
ponement, but I hope the House will give
the matter consideration as Mr. Baxter has
requested.

347



348(COUNCIL.]

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. G1.
B. Wood-East) [4.42]: 1 think the answer
is contained in what Mr. Baxter has already
read from new Section GA. The regulation
cannot be enforced until 12 months after
the end of the war.

lion. C, F. Baxter: Then why have that
provision in the regulation?

The HONORARY INISTER: It Is
there in order to be ready when it can be
enforced. The inspectors have already
been informed that it is not desired by

the Minister in charge that anything
s9hould. be done about it at present. AS
a matter of fact, an inspection will not be
made of the North-West until next year,
following- which the Minister will consider
the position.

The Government knows that this regula-
tion cannot bye enforced at present. Surely
Mr. Baxter does not think it would impose
on the paStorallists conditions which it
knows they could not fulfil! At all events,
the Government could not do that under
the Act. The war is not yet over, and

tulction under the regulation cannot be taken
until 12 fiionths after the end of the war.
Even then, action -will not be taken until
material and manpower are available. I
ran assure Mr. Baxter, Mr. Welsh and other
representatives of the North-West that thq
Government will take no action in this mat-
ter until the time is ready for it. Having
given that assurance, .1 -respectfully ask
Mrz. Baxter to withdraw the motion.

HON. 0. r. BAXTER (East-in reply)
[ 4.45]: 1 must accept the assurance of the
H~onorary M.Niuisfrr. He said that the Gov-
ernment has already given/instructions thai
the regutlation is not to lie enroreed; then
why put that provision in the regulation?
U'nder the wording of the regulation, it
could be operating now, and it could oper-
ate for some considerable time 'without the
knowledge of the Minister. I want to make
sure that the. department-the head of
which iN a conscientious and reasonabla
nian-has been instructed that the inspec-
tors akre niot to harass the pastoralists. If
that has been done, it will he all right, but
T do think the regulation should hare been
placed before Parliament without this re-
ference. I accept the assurance given an4
ask leave to withdra-w the motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Eighth Day.

Debate resumed from the 21st August.

HON. 0. G. LATHAN (East) [446:
wish to join with other members in express
ing the hope that the President will, hay'
a speedy, return to good health and wvill sow
be again in his place in this Chamber.I
desire also to express thanks to those win
have been generous enough to welcome thi
pew members to this House, and partiu.
larly those who have expressed a welconu
to me. At the same time, I hope they art
not expecting too much from me in in%
position here.

I propose to diverge from the general
trend of the discussion so f ar, by re-
ferring to the position in the Old
Country and Australia's relationship,
with other parts of the Empire, to the Old
Land. Britain has had a trying timue and
has succeeded up to date, but has now reach-
ed a climax which will mean a hard tes;t
to ensure survival in the commercial world.
For a long time London was regarded as
the financial centre of the world and today
I feel that We Will, With regret, see the pass-
ingv of that ipo.nition to another country. We
in Australia can do a g-reat deal to help,
but are we doing all we could? It is all
very well to preach austerity here, hut that
will not help-the Old Country unless, throughyl
thle austerity we practise, we arc able to
transport to her more of the things she
requwges.

A little while ago the Commonwealth
Government was good enough to make the
Imperial Government a present of
£E25,000,000, hut money is not what the 01l1
Country needs now; it requires. food, cloth-
ing- and] raw mnaterials. I am douhtful whe-
ther we are making available all We could,
or should, suipply. When looking at the
returns two or three days ago, I noticed
that Australia's exports have fallen con-
siderably this year as compared with the
preiours twelve nmnths. I dare say the ex-
cuse will be that sufficient shipping was not
nvailable, hut that excuse should not hold
valid much longer because, if the trade
route between CGrent Britain and America i-,
closed, a1 great deal of shiipping should be
available for trade with other parts of the
Emireh.
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It is not a question of whether the Old
Country is to stand alone, because if she
falls so will all other ports of the British
Empire. The success of the Empire is due
to the dependlence its branches have on one
another. That dependence was strengthened
a little while ago. For that reason I would
have liked to see-when the recent confer-
ence was held at Canberra-the Prime
Minister and State Premiers getting together
to determine in whlat way we could best help
the Mother Country in its time of reed. I
think a great deal van be done by the people
of Australia, both individually and collect-
ively. They arc prepared to make a sacri-
fiee, aund, after all, that sacrifice will be
made in'their own interests as well as those
of the people resident in that small island.

I am hoping that we in Australia Will
turn our attention to speeding tip the pro-
dluction of the goods required and consider
what we can make available to the Old
Country in the way of such raw materials
as we have. Pitiful tales are told by people
coming here from the Old Country. True,
the people of the British Isles are hearing
their burden with great goodwill but, un-
fortunately, the responsibility seems to be
thrown upon Great Britain to provide also
for a large part of Europe, and it is from
that portion of the world we hear the piti-
ful tales. Whbatever we can do ought to be
dlone. I dto not think the matter is taken
sufficiently seriously. Even the Press does
not seem to be able to suggest anything
whereby we may do a grTeat deal more than
we are at present.
IIf we get the requisite shipping, I sini-

cerely hope that the people who have hand
eharge of the Government for some time,
who determine the foreign policy of Aus-
tralia and decide what goods shall be ex-
ported, will take a very kindly view of the
position of their fellow-workers oversea. I
refer particularly to the waterside workers
who, or some time, seem to have determnined
the foreign policy for Australia and decided
wvhether they will permit exports to be
despatched here or there.

Recently these -workers have placed a ban
on the export of potatoes and onions. This
shows that the Government of Australia is
in the unfortunate position of having to
delegate its powers to the wvaterside work-
ers. These men individually arc not a bad
lot, but when they are led by somebody who
holds views at any rate different from mine,

they seem to assert themselves in an unfair
way. I hope they will realise that they are
iii a position to do much. I am satisfied
they could do what the British people are
being asked to do, namely, wvork a little
longer hours and work a little more during
the time they are employed. This would
materially assist, because it would enable
the ships that call at the ports to turn
around more rapidly, and this would be a
great help) to the Old Country.

I now wish to deal with the policy of the
Commonwealth Government, a policy that
materially affects this State, g nd that is the
schieme of nationalisation upon which the
Federal authority heas embarked. I feel sure
Australia has just awvakened to the fart that
nationalisation has been proceeding in a
very quiet way for a long time. Probably
this fact has been brought hiomec more Clearly
to citizens recently by the announce-
mneat that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment proposes to niationalise the banks.
I know that farmers for a long time
have not hadt the management of
their own busincss; it has been entirely in
the hands of the Federal Minister for Agri-
culture and his officers. We have been re-
stricted in all sorts of production. I do
not say that in some instances this was not
advisable. but ever since Germany collapsed,
farmers should have been encouraged to
produce all they could, knowing that the
world wats waiting for food. It could not
have been otherwise, because th& very
machinery, seed and everything else in
Europe had been diverted to war purposes.

That shotild have been an indication to
the authorities, but instead of this, we have
had restriction oE uirices and endeavours
to manage the affairs of farmers from Can-
bera. If wqwvant to get the best from the
people of Australia, we must leave them
to Product their business in their own way.
Looking back over the years, I cannot see
anything that those engaged in the industry
have reason to blush about. There has been
no exploitation by the farmers. if there
has been nny exploitation, the farmers- are
the ones who have been exploited. The
men on the hand engaged in production were
wveil able to conduct their own business until
the Government took a hand in managing
their affairs for them.

We have an agreement entered into be-
tween the Imperial Government and the
Commonwealth Government to purchase
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all the wool we produce on the understanding
that a fixed price would be paid, the price
to be adjusted from time to time and any
profits made by the Imperial Government
on re-sales of wool to be shared equally'
between the Imperial Government and the
producers of Australia. :put what do we
find? Although the Prime Minister of the
(lay, a Labour n by the way, agreeO
that our share should be refunded to the
producers, his successor shortly afterwards
decided to repudiate that arrangement, and
at sum of over £7,000,000, which should have
been distributed amongst the producing corn-
imanity, has been turned over to the Federal
Treasurer.

That is a breach of faith, the like of
wvhic-h cannot encourage production. In my
opinion, the effect mast be to stifle produc-
tion. That is one thing to which I take
strong exception. Another is the manner
in which the Commonwealth has handled the
financing of our wheat, True, under the
powers contained in the Constitution,' the
Commonwealth has the right to acquire any-
thing during a period of war, or at any
othe-r time, but the goods acquired must be
paid for at a just price. The Commonwealth
started off very well in the early stages.
Alter having acquired the crop, however,
it found that the price of wheat was rising,
and evidently considered it would be too
mnuch to allow the producers to have the
whole of the proceeds of their crop at the
world market price. Consequently, it was
decided] to supply wheat to the Australian
people nt 4s. a bushel at sidings. Irrespective
of whether it was payable or otherwise, that
was the price fixed by the Commonwealth.
As a matter of fact, wheat cannot be pro-
duced today at 4s. a bushel. It is
110 poss-ible to make a profit at that price
unless a farmer has a particularly good
area of land and experiences a particularly
good season. However, that is the price
fixed by the Commonwealth.

Then, in order to assist another Govern-
ment, and I should say to ensure that the
price of wheat did not rise ta'o high in New
Zealand, a sale was made to that Dominion
at a price far below world parity, and the
wheat' farmers of Australia were expected
to earry the difference between the cost
of production and the sale price. I under-
stand that since then the Commonwealth
Government has decided to make the pay-
ment to the producers, but the taxpayers

of Australia will thus be making a present
to another country oqf a considerable sum
of money, a couatry to which, when we pur-
chase articles from time to time, we have
to pay the full commercial value. These are
things that cannot possibly encourage pro-
duet ion;- it is a slow form of nationalisation.
This is the sort of thin-, that has been going
on, and now the Commonwealth has decided
to assert itself and take control of the banks.

Gradually the p~owers of Slate Parliaments
have been taken away. The trend in this
direction began in 1928 when the Financial
Agreement was catered into under which it
was resolved that the State Treasurers and
the Federal Treasurer should meet to deter-
mine what amount of money should be bor.
rowed for the purpose of Australian develop-
ment. The next step was when it was de-
tidedl to have a uniform method of taxation.
We had a loophole after the loan funds had
been controlled, more or less, by the Federal
authorities who are the borrowing people.
They then decided to take charge of taxa-
tion. I may say that on each of those oct11-
Sions I opposed the stop in the interests
of Western Australia. I believed it was not
in the best interests of a eountn with
such alarge area and such a small
population, and which required a great
deal of money for developmental work. I
venture to suggest that owing to the lack
of-finance over a number of years for all
Governments in Western Australia, very
slow progress has been made towards
peoplin~g this State.

Itwfs interesting to Me to hear, as I did
recently, the Prime Minister of Australia re-
pudiate the agreement entered into between
the States andi the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, an) agreement wvhich is contained in
an Act passed in the Western Australian
Parliament and assented to on the 23rd Sep-
tember, 1942. 1 will quote this for the bene-
fit of Mr. Fraser, who I understand was re-
cently at Geraldton and stated that the pre-
sent Leader of the Opposition in the State
Parliament had protested against the rights
of Western Australia beingy interfered with.
At that time Ron. J. C. Willeock was the
Premier of this State. I think it was quite
all right at the time for there was complete
agreement then that the Federal authorities
should control all finanee during the wvar.
The agreement that was entered into was the
measure known as the Income and Entertain-
ments Tax (War Time Suspension) Act.
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ft consists of six sections. Section 2 deals
with the suspension of the provision of in-
come tax rates for deduction and contains
the following:

2. (1) The provisions of the Income Tax
(Rates for Deduction) Act, 1939, as amended
by the Income Tax (Rates for Deduction) Act
Amendment Act, 1940, shall be and be deemed
to have been suspended with respect to salary
.or wages paid within the period from the first
day of July, One thousand nine hundred and
forty-two, up to and including the last day of
the first financial year to commence after the
dote on which Ilia Majesty ceases to he en-
gaged in the present war, and no longer.

Also, in connection with the suspension of
certain provisions of the Entertainments
Tax Act, the Goldmining Profits Tax Act
and the Hospital Fund (Contributions) Act,
these words are inserted in each appropriate
section. This shows that the agreement was
to remain in existence until one year after
the -war terminated, His Majesty is not en-
gaged in any war now, and in 1942 the war
with Germany was the only one in pro-
gress. I say that clearly repudiation is in-
dicated there. The control of finance should
have returned to the respective States if the
Agreement bad been honoured. I am fearful
of what is going to happen in Australia. If
anything is urgently required in these times
it is population. Australians have been put
to a very mild test compared with what they
may have to submit to in the future. I speak
fpelingly on this subject.

We were indeed lucky to escape invasion.
The best and cheapest possible defence is
to people our country. I think that the
Asiatics with their teeming millions, India
which has just been given its independence,
China and Japan must look with greedy eyes
on the unpopulated parts of Australia. I
remember years ago, in pre-war days, talk-
ing to a distinguished Japanese, who
pointed out to me that his country was
about the size of Victoria. He said that
Japan had a population of 47 millions and
Vittoria one of only two millions. H~e knew

smtigabout statistics. He said our
population was very slow in doubling itself
whereas the population of Japan doubled
itself every seven or eight years. He also
.,aid "What can we do with our people; we
must get an outlet for them," and he wvent
on to ask why Australia could not give
Japan the northern portion of the continent,
seeing that we were not using it ourselves.

The Japanese do not believe in birth con-
trol, this man pointed out, and he said they
were not cannibals and that they must do
something for future generations. This ap-
plies equally in the case of India and China.
We will not he allowed to hold this country
unless We use it. We must people Austra-
liat but we cannot do that without industry;
we cannot have industry without finance;
and we cannot have finance without confid-
ence. If the nationalisation polic y of Aus-
tralia in the future is to be carried into ef-
fect, I cannot sce people coming here with
their brains and their money to assist in the
development of this country.

We have struggled along in a small way,
gradually but slowly increasing our popula-
tion. In the matter of natural increase the
situation is deplorable. Even when we bring
people here, we have political parties charg-
ing the Government with having brought
them here s,3 that we can have cheap labour.
We will not have any independence at all
unless we -see that we do people this country.
We have to look at the matter from that
angle. If na~tionalisation of banking will
help Australia, let us hayc it. What can
it do? Will it encourage finance to come
here?

Hon. E. INT. Heenan: You were talking
about peopling the country.

Hon. C. G. LAT HAM: We cannot have
people here without industry. What use
is it to bring them here unless there is work
for them to do?

Hon. E. M1. fleenan: There is plenty of
work.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM:- Work is the only
thing that counts.

Hon. E. M1. Heenan:- There is no short-
age of work now.

Hon. C. 0. LATIIAM.%: Not now perhaps,
but a little while ago the Labour Party
threw a lot of nasty remarks at me because
I was associated with the Government that
was compelled by the' Labour Prime Min-
ister of Auistralia. to do certain things that
we objected to and we were asked to carry
the odium of having done those things. At
one time there were too many people for the
employment that was available. Tempor-
alily there is a lot of work to be done, but
we can do a great del by working mueh
ho-rder.

Hon. L. B3. Bolton: That is the point.
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Hon. C. G. LAT HAM: I cannot under-
sWand the advocacy by any party of a policy,
the effect of which woaild be merely to keep
mnen on wages or salaries. No country
was built up merely by a man earnig a
pittance from one wyeek's end to another.
My idea is to give people piecework. Let
ilu-m earn what they can, and get out of
the rut as wage earners. I know of many
ina who came to Australia with nothing
hut iNlho have, by their perseverance and
Isard work, become employers of labour.
I know the attitude that was adopted in
Western Australia with regard to backyard
factories. I used to dislike them myself,
h)at now I do not object to. any man try,
ing to better himself. I have also seen
legisliation introduced or. that subject,

Today we have on the statute book the
Factories and Shops Act, which defines a
factory as a business p~lace employing one
person. That is ridiculous. If a man likes
to engage another person to work with him
und thus help him to advance in life, why
4,ould ho not do so without being hamn-
perei? I want Jo see a change of policy
and of heart in this country. I want to
see the worker given the opportunity to
become an employer of labour if he so
al.'sires. When I was in another place, I
.saw men kepat on the roads, year after year.
What outlook did they have at~the end of
the road-? Only to look for another! That
cannot help. We mnust give encourage-
mient and opportunity. T 'his is the land
of opportunity if we leave people alone and
do) not hamper their movements by admini-
stlrative acts. that prevent them from ciii-
harking upon what they desire to do. The
nuttionaisation of banking or anything of
that description will not, in my opinion,
assrist this country.

Most of Us; owe a great deal to the land.
It has been very kind to us. There is still
a terrific amount of work to do there and
a big area to populate. I read with disgust
the remarks of a man who went through
the N.'orth the other day. 'When I think of
the difficulties we have had in the North
and of the political p~arties that have tried
to do some~hirig to build up the population,
and the efforts we have made to let people
know what kind of territory we have there,
I am.disgilsted that a men should go through
it casually andI condemn that part of the
State. Thit does not help.

I had a hurried trip to the North-West
and the Kim berleys with MLr. Miles and
others aind saw something of the potentiali-
ties of that part of Western Australia.
Much requires to be done there, but it can-
not be done if critics continue to condemn
that part of the State every time we make
an attempt to do something. I hope we
will not -be galled into the belief that scien-
tists know all there is to knowv. During the
few years I have lived I realise that the
wan who can help most is ho who knows
his country. For the most part scientists
work on thory; they very often fail on the
practical r-ide. I have seen illiterate men,
illiterate through lack of schooling, do the
ver bc9t for thems.,elves and their country
without education. It is the man that tries
who gets on, the man who will work. He
is the man that will help us to build up this
country.

I was surprised that a gentleman occupy-
ing an important position in another place
should have quoted Hon. King 0O'Malley as
saying: "It will settle aill depressions now
that we are to have the nationalisation of
banking.'' It does not require a great deal
of intelligenre to realise that if the Corn-
mnonweaith Bank, when completely nation-
alised, can expand credits, so can it con-
tract them. Unless the Glovernment. that
believes in the expansiun of credits remains
in office continuously, there may be another
Government that will want to contract
credits.

HOn. E. If. lDavies: Was not credit con-
tracted in the depression days?

lion. C. 0. LATHAM: I say it was. 'Mr.
Scullin invited Sir Otto 'Niemieyer to come
here and advise him, which Sir Otto did,
with the result that the Government of this
State-and I happened to he an unfortu-
nate small part of it-had to force on the
people a policy that wre have been kicked
with ever since. I want members to appre-
ciate that. At that time there were only
two non-Labour Governments. We had to
introduce the Financial Emergency Act
which controlled everything.

People can say that Latham believes in
low wages and in people starving, but that
is all bunkum. The finances were control-
led by the Commonwealth Government and
the Prime Minister in his wisdom took the
steps that hie did; and I am not too sure
but that we got through it very nicely. I
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admit there was some suffering, but West-
ern Australia came through the depression
the quickest and easiest of all the State;,
and we probably made some improvement
to our finances inasmuch as we did, at that
time, make the pound worth much more
than it is today. We gave power to the
Arbitration Court to reduce, or otherwise
vary the basic wage quarterly, and that
has been done ever since. It is rising now,
so it is all right; but when we allowed that
to be done it was wrong.

lion. E. 11. Davies: But you did it when
the cost of living was falling.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: Yes. We were
making the pound worth more. That is
what the people did not understand. Un-
fortunately we lead the people astray when
we make them believe that the only things
that count are pounds, shillings and
pence, when it is the purchasing power of
the pound that counts. When I was a
young fellow I knew what I could buy a
pair of boots for: but if I went into a shop
today xyith the same amount of money they
would throw ine out. The value of the cur-
rency was greater in those days. The more
,we (lilly-daily and mishandle our finances
the greater will he the depreciation of our
currency.

Even the younger members here know
very well that today the pound does not
pnrehase anything like what it did when
they were youngsters. If we give a child
a penny today he will toss it back, but
when I was young I was glad to get a penny
because it was worth something. Today we
want help, people, industries and money,
and we do not get them simply because we
cannot instil confidence in the people
,whomn we want to come here. Many per-
%ons believe that the Commonwealth Bank
will be able simply to get all the money
that is wanted -when depressions come-
and r suppose they will come. I have seen
them in my lifetime. The last was not the
only one I have experienced. If this power
is handed over to a bank politically con-
trolled, the control might be exercised
equally in another direction.

What is going to happen in nine years'
time to our 'State Savings Bank which we
transferred to the Commonwealth Bank?9
Many people do not know the history of
these things; they have short memories. In
j393i we transferred to the Commonwealth

Bank-not the Common-wealth Government
-the State -Savings Bank fof a period of
25 years, and that period will expire in
nine years' time. There is an agreement
which forms a schedule to an Act known as
the State Savings Bank Transfer Act,
which was passed in 1931. It was assented
to on the 16th October, 1931, and came
into existence, by proclamation, on the lst
November of the same year. Clause 15 of
the agreement entered into, which is part
of the First Schedule of the Act, pro-
vides-

'flu8 agreemient to be for at period of twenty -
five (25) years from this Liate thec Governmarnt
to have the option of continuing the arraug.'-
mieat for a further period not ereeding :mt.
additional twenty (20) years,

It is left to this State Government to dTe-
termine whether or not it will continue the'
agreement, I suppose we willt be so deeply
involved with it, as we are -with all the
agreements we have entered into with the
C'ommonwealth Government, that it will he
impossible for us to recover Control Of the-
State Savings Bank. I shall be interested
to s.ee if the Government of the day de'-
sires to exercise its powers under that
agreement, and what will happen. The
agreement was signed by the then Premier
of this State, MIr. E. C. Riddle the Gov-
ernor of the Commonwealth Bank; and
the Prime Minister, oa behalf of' the
Treasurer of the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia, approved of the agreement.

If we have nationalisation of banking we
will certainly have the Rural and Indus-
tries 'Bank so long as it does not get into
diffilculties ats the State Savings Bank did-
If that happens, the Rural Bank wilt be
non-existent, so there will be only one hank,
which will mean that the independence of
the individual must go. There is a good
deal of hoarding today. Prom the figures
disclosed from tinme to time we find that
£E17,000,000 or £C18,000,000 was all that
was in the pockets of the people in 193j,
and it has now reached the enormous figure
of over £200,000,000. That is a terrific sumt
of money to be out among the people. It
is not in the 'banks. The usual term to
describe it is "under the carpet. " But
certainly the people must be carrying a
great deal more money now than they did
a few years ago.

I do not know whether the public will have
any more confidence because of its money
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being placed in the Common wealth Bank
than it has today. The Commonwealth
Bank has been in existence for a long time
arnd the people have had every opportunity
to transfer their acounts to it, but for
some reason they have not done so. They
have preferred to remain with the Associ-
ated Banks. Why there should be inter-
terenee now, I do not know. 'When the
Commonwealth Bank took over the State
Savings Bank the money in the Common-
wealth Savings Bank was julst over
£2,000,(00-in round figures-while our
State bank had £:8,000,000. The people al-
ways seem. to have had more confiden 'ce in
something over which they can have close
eontrol, and they had closer control over
the State hank than was possible over the
C'ommonwenlth Bank with its hoard of
management in Sydney. J am Loping that
whatever action is taken, it will not mean
the delayin - of the peopling of this country.

I want to say a little about the
410-hour week. To ins it seems *para-
donieal to hear members of this
Chamber, and of other places, advocating,
and rightly so, an increase in the price of
gold. I agree that it ought to be highegf
because of our depreciated currency. But
to come along simultaneously and ask for
a 40-hour week ems to me to be some-
thing that can best be described as a para-
dox. On the one hand we want more money
for a certain product and on the other we
ask that less work shall be done. If in-
dustry can stand it and the people are iit-
lug to continue with an inflated currency,
it is all right; but there must come a time
when they will realise that they will never
catch up with it.

Surely this is not the time for us to ad-
vocate shorter hoursq. I can picture how,
if this Government were to advocate what
the Imperial Government is urging in
(h3eat Britain, it would be hounded from
line end of the State to the other- The
British Governmient is asking for longer
working hours and more work, and is even
including the junior workers and the*
women. Why is that being done? It is to
try to save the country. Surely we in the
Commonwealth should not ask for shorter
hours when the 'Mother Country, which has
stood to us in every way possible since the
birth of Australia is doing what it is today.
Britain needs our help and wants us to
hand over everything we can to assist it.

We should do that. It is wrong for A-us-
tralia-an important part of the Empire-
to be advocating shorter hours when our
fellow workers in another part of the Em-
pire have to work longer hours, and with
less food. I would like to see this advocacy
of shorter hours abandoned for the time
bein.

I believe in the production of gold. Atfter
all, I would like to see our pound note back-
ed by something and for that purpose I
know of nothing more stable than gold. The
Goldfields memibers spoke truly when they
said that the gZoldiining industry has done
a oreat (lea! for the development of Western
Australia; it has also done a lot to help Aus-
trli0. I (an rMemlber, as a Youngster, when
the Goldfields were opened up, andl money
was flowing from here to the Eastern States
where it helped the people out of a veil'
serious depression. When ag-riculture slump-
ed, goldmining flourished, and we main-
tainedl a very good balance because of tt utt.
We ought to give the Goldflelds people any
help that we can, anti I agree with 'Mr.
Bennetts who stated the other dlay that the
State Government is not doing sufficient to
encourage the people Oil the fields. I am
told that at Norsemnan water sup plies cost
10s. per thousand gallons. That is scandalons.

Ron. G. W. Miles: It is 30s. at Port TIed-
land.

Ifon. C. G, LATHAM1: Where do they
get their water from?7

Hon. F. KR. Welsh: It is 3s 6d. per 100
gallons.

Ron. C. F. Baxter: And you cannot al-
wvays get it at that price.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: On the Goldfields
we have run a main to Norseman, and any
contribution the city people can make to-
wvards lessening the cost there should be
made, no matter what Government is in
power. To ask women and children to go
to such a dusty and dirty place to live
while their husbands produce gold for
us, is wrong,. Let the Government of the
day at least show that it is anxious and
willing to encourage people to leave the city
and go into the hack country. I have seen
the places they live in. I consider that with
another Id. rate levied in the metropolitan
area, we could almost supply these people
w~ith free water.
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Personally, I am right behind those mem-
bers in this House who advocate better treat-
nment for the people on the Goldfields and
in outback areas. Sacrifices cannot always
be made by the rural community. The city
folk enjoy all the amenities that we can
possibly provide. Let us appreciate the fact
that our brothers and sisters who go out
into the country aieas, produce the re~1
wealth of the State. I do not think there
is any man or woman residing in the metro-
politan area wvho, if the case were put be-
fore him or her in a reasonable manner,
would not agree to make some contribution
towards alleviating the disabilities of those
who live outback.

The Government seems to he rather afraid
to (elen with. such an aspect. The trouble
is that ton many 'Ministers take the advice
of their officers, who are real typical public
servants and desire to see that anything done
must be made to pay its, way. They attempt
to make every project pay by means of
diret contributions. The people who reside
at Norseman, I would remind the House, do
not pay merely taxation hut also have to pay
high railway freight charges.

lion. WV. Ri. Hall: That applies to those
living in Kalgoorlie and other Goldfields
ttown,

. lion. C. G1. LATHIAM: That is so. What
city people fail to yealisge is that those living
outback have to pay these very high charges
and, in addition, make many indirect pay-
ments towards the revenue of the State. Last
session legislation wa,4 introduced with the
object of inaugurating a comprehensive
water supply scheme for the -rural areas. In
suchl matter there is altogether too much
attention paid to the aspect that those to
whom the water is supplied must be in-
dividually responsible for paving for it. The
more water that is supplied to a farmer the
more crop lie can sew and the more stock he
call run, with consequent greater production
from his holding. Not only is such a man
a great benefactor to his country but he
contributes additional revenue to the funds
of the Treasurer. I hope that the Ministers,
who are new to office, will take that phase
into consideration.

Let us make the life of the country people
more attractive. We must not forget that
it is the people in the rural areas that will
provide for the defence of the Common-
wealth. During- the last war we discovered

in ]lo uncertain fashion where the weak links
were in this State and, in fact, in Australia
itself. We remember the talk about the
Brisbane Line and suchlike considerations.
Thu authorities knew very wvell that there
was no-one available for the protection of
the country. If we were to string our people
along the huge coastline that we possess,
what defence could they offer? None -what-
ever! I emphasise that we must make
country life more attractive, whether those
outback are engaged in agricultural, min-
ing or pastoral pursuits.

I listened with a great deal of interest to
the speech by 2%r. Bennjetts when hie re-
ferred to the utilisation of laud in thie
Esperance district. Some years ago a
Select Committee, which wvas converted into
an Honorary Royal Commission, investi-
:ated the problem of dealing with the light
lands of the State, particularly in parts,
where the Government had already provided
necessary facilities such as railways, roads,
water supplies, schools and the like. Dar-
ing the course of the inquiry, we paid a
visit to Esperance. At that time Mr. Nul-
sell, the Minister for Railways in the
Labour Coveramerit, was a member of
the Select Committee. I am amnazed t,
think that, although holding ministerial otf-
flee for so long, that gentleman dlid not stir
some of his fellow members of Cabinet to
do something in the interests of that part
of the State.

To a certain extent the Espe-ranee peopli.
have dewmonstrated whaf can be done with
the country there. I admit that, like othe~r
farmers, the men down there picked out tile
best of the land available at the time. ITo%--
ever, they clearly demonstrated, at any rate
to mie, what could be done to develop fully
some parits of that area-and yet no pro-
gress has been made since. Probably the
trouble was that some failures had been ex-
perienced in the heavier country to the
north of Esperane. The fact remains thant
the rainfall in the belt surrounding that
port is fairly reasonable, but further north
at Salmon Gums some difficulty certainly
was experienced. The soil there was proved
to be deficient in some respects and whether
that was due to lack of moisture or to
maoisture A~t being available at the most asp-
propriate period, has not been clearly
established.

355



356 [COUNCIL]

Certainly, a great deal of money has been
spent in that part of the State but I do
not think it can be regarded as altogether
wasted because the results of the experi-
ments carried out there have taughbt
us some lessons. However, that does
not apply to the Esperance district
where there is so much light land
that is, I believe, capable of growing
good pastures and even cereals. I am cer-
tainly surprised that Mr. Nulsen, who was
such a great advocate of the development
of our light lands and made such a point
of the Select Committee visiting the district
to see what success had been achieved, has
not since done anything towards encourag-
ing settlement in that part of the State.

I trust the present representatives of the
province in which Esperance is located, will
submit a scheme to the Government and that
the Government in turn will adopt it in the
interests of the State as a whole. Esperance
is a very important place and it is wvorth
while settling people there if they can make
a living. Obviously, it is useless putting
them on land where they cannot succeed,
but the prospect of profitable operations in
the Esperanee district is reasonably good.
I am certainly anxious that something should
be done to further development there.

Dealing with land settlement, I am rather
surprised that discharged service men who
want to follow farming pursuits should -bo
taken down to some huts at Harvey in order
to be instructed in farming. To nie that is
most extraordinary. I should have thought
that thyv would he given sonic more adequate
iilight into farming operations and agricul-
tural methods. To (10 that I imagined that
tl'e assistance of some successful farmers
wovldl have been obtained and the ex-Service
men placed with them so thnt they would
he taught not only tilling the soil but the
business side of farming. They could got
that frdni practical farmers.

The Honorary Minister: Do you not be-
lieve in taking the advice of research officers?
That is why they were sent there-to get
advice from some 20 research officers.

lon. C. G. LATHTAM; There is nothing
like a little practical work.

The Honorary 'Minister: They get that,
too.I

ll. C. G. LATHAM: Fancy a wheat
farmer going- there to get amne practical
knowledge!

The Honorary Minister: He does not go
there to get practical knowledge; he gets
that elsewhere.

Hen. C. G. LATHAM: The Minister in-
terjected that they got not only the theor-
etical hut the practical side as well.

The Honorary Minister: I did not say
tat.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Surely to good-
ness, if such men are going on farms and
they have to milk a cow, they know on
which side of the cow to go I

The Honorary Minister: You go down
there and see the work that is being under-
taken.

Eon. C. 0. LATHAM: I have been to
some places where there have been a lot
of lectures and so forth. I remember one
very clever mail, one of the cleverest of his
type in Western Aul'stralia, who paid a visit
to the wheatbelt. I happen to be a wheat
farmer and knowv just as much about wheat
production as most people. The man I
have in mind--I will net mention his name
-was add~ressing a meeting about wheat
production. One of the farmers present
said, "If I sow clean wheat, will it Prove
smutty?" The expert said it would not. le
did not tell that man that even if he did sow
clean wheat hie would not be able to tell if
it was free of Smint.

In consequence of what the expert said
at the meeting, the man sowed his wheat
and later asked me strip it for him. I
certainly nlever wvant to strip another crop
of smutty wheat; it was three-quarters smut
and the rest was Partial wheat. That was
what happened thlrough following the advice
of an exlk-rt, on,. of the outstanding men
of hi., type iii the State at the time. So
I happen to know all about the advice of
such Inca! I know about curing smutty
whbeat and in the instance I have referred
to, the expert (li not tell the farmers what
the Position really was.

The IHonorary, Minister: You doa not cure
smut you lprevent it.

Hon. C. C1. LATITAM: That is quite
all right; I know that. A farmer cannot til
whether thevre is any' smut oa the small hairs
or spores attached to a g-roin of wheat, u-
less Ile ex:1m1ines, it tinder a microscope. r
am satisfied that if the. Government hadl
secred] th12 asistanlce of suchl pract ical andi
successful farmers as9 Maiscy of Dowerin,
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Lundy of Cunderdin and Bert Teasdale of
M erredin, the prospective soldier settlers
would learn in six months more of the
practical side of farming than would be
possible otherwise. They would certainly
learn to appreciate the fact that farming
is not just a question of tilling the soil but
of the possession of intelligence.

The Honorary Minister: That is what,
they are taught at Harvey.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am sorry for
the innocence of the Honorary Minister.

The Honorary Minister: I am sorry for
you and your innocence!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I can tell mem-
bers that there was a former member of this
Chamber-I. shall not mention his name--
who was a Bachelor of Science in Agri-
culture, and he was one of the worst farmers
in his district.

The Honorary Minister: He was a great
friend of yours.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Even so, that is quite
possible.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, hut it shows
that a farmer must have the practical side
as wveil as the theoretical. It is all very
well talking about the theoretical side but
wve must not lose sight of the fact that
there is the practical side as wvell. I can
(quite imagine myself as a young man, comn-
ig back from World War I and being
herded into a hut with others at Harvey to
he taught farming along the lines I have
indicated. I hope that when the soldier
settlers are sent on to farms they will not
lie placed in districts about which they
know nothing. It is no good sending a man
who has spent all his life in the Geraldtou
district down to, say, a farm at Onowan-
gerup, hecause the conditions are totally
different.

I amt very anxious that failures similar
to those that wvere experienced after World
War I shall not occur this time. I think
we are too prone to exaggerate the failures
that take place and are inclined to forget
the successes about which we hear nothing.
Those who succeed are the silent people,
while the failures are those that make all
the noise. I commend that advice to the
Honora ry M1inister in tharge of the Agri-
cult1urnal Department who, I am sure, does
not pretend to know the last word about
everything. 11 hope lie will accept in the

right spirit advice tendered him by people
who have had years of experience. For
my part I am merely anxious that we shall
not have failures this time. It must be
borne in mind that the same opportunities
are not available now as there were during
World War 1. 1 am beginning to feel that
the new settlers will start with a great load
of indebtedness because the cost of farms,
machinery and stock and the capital neces-
sary to establish them on their holdings
are so much greater today.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Costs have trebled.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If the Common-

wealth Government is to fix the price of
wheat at sidings at 4s. a bushel, the new
settlers will have yery little hope of suc-
cess. The mistake the Federal authorities
made in fixing the selling price of farm com-
modities was that it means, in effect, impos-
ing such a liability on the unfortunate
settler that he will have to carry it in-
definitely.

Hoa. C. P. Baxter: He will have no hope
of getting rid of that liability.

Hon. C. G. LAT HAM: It is essential that
while prices are high, farmers shall be
given every opportunity to get as much as
they can for their products and so clear
their holdings of past indebtedness and at
the same time build up their reserves, par-
ticularly of requisites for the farm. At
present their farming implements are in a
state of disrepair and it is impossible to
buy new machines. Their horses are old.
Their ewves have deteriorated because it
has not been possihle to finance the im-
portation of other breeding stock. The Com-
monwealth Government should leave these
men with sufficient money so that when
bad times come-do not make any mistake,
in spite of the Commonwealth Government's
efforts at national isation, we shall not have
all peak years-these men will be able to
go even to the Comimonwealth Bank and
get temporary assistance.

Hon. J, A. Dimnmitt: We hope!
Hon. C. F. Baxter: They might!

I on. C. G. LATHAM: That might be in)
the laps of the gods, too. We c~an do no-
thing- with the Commonwealth Government,
but it ought to be brought home to the
Federal authorities that during- the depres-
sion period and the years that followed it
tip to the time of World War 11, many
farmers had fallen deeply into debt. We
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ought to give them a chance to frqe them-
selves of that debt and build up reserves
to enable them to re-equip their farms. I
would ask the Minister for Mines to con-
vey to his fellow Ministers a little advice
from our country districts. Year after year
we apppar to spend a tremendous amount
of money on roads. The work is carried
out under the supervision of unqualified
men.

I hope that our country road boards will
get together and decide upon employing an
engineer. .1 understand the Minister for
Works is advocating that policy, and it is
a step in the right direction. I was for
a long time associated with a country road
hoard and I found that, so to speak, money
was thrown on to roads and yet a year or
two afterwards they had to be re-construc-
ted. If the boards had the advice of an
engineer qualified in road construction and
consolidation, that waste would not take
place. Many road hoards are too small to
engaze an engineer, but they could amal-
gamiate for that purpose.

lHon. W. R. Hall: Mfany road hoards have
in~.uilicient revenue.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That method was
all right in the horse-and-sulky days; but
today we have motorcars and can travel
great distances in a short space of time.
Therefore, the supervision of a lrearea
would not present so many difficulties. I
have known some main roads that have
been reconstructed three times and men
arc again working on them this year. That
is prob~ably due to inability to obtain the
necessary material to topdress the roads.

lion WV. R. Hall: Bitumen has not been
obtainable.

lion. C. G. LATHAM: That has been
the trouble. If a hoard wishes to build
a by-road leading to a siding, it would he
better for it to get an engineer to advise
as to the host method of construction.
Many roads get washed away. The sum
of £1,000 may be spent on them each
year for two or three years,- whereas if
£2,000 were expended under proper super-
vigion in the first year the cost of mainten-
ance would he considerably reduced and the
recurring expenditure avoided. We have had
men trained in engineering at our University
who, immediately their course was completedl,
had to go elsewhere because there was no
work for them in this State. This would be

an opening for such men, as one engineer
could do the work for three or four boards,
with the result that the roads would remain
in a better condition for a much longer
period.

H~on. H. Tuckey: You cannot make the
roads better without spending a great deal
more revenue.

lHon. C. G. LATHAM: I a~m sure money
would be forthcoming if road material were
available. We are lucky in Western Aus-
tralia. Gravel is conveniently situated every-
where. Members who have travelled over
the prai ries in Canada no doubt wonder
how the devil roads are made there, because
'the black soil extends for miles and miles.

Hion. W. R. Hall: Gravel does not make
the best roads unless it is mixed with clay.
Gravel causes corrugations.

lion. C. G. LATHAMI: We all know that
gravel by itself would be useless. Sand on
clay makes a good road. In fact, we All
know the general uses to which soils can
be put. I am sorry 'Mr. Heenan is not
present, as I wanted to have a word or
two to say on his statement about divorce.
I am one of those whor would discourage
divorce in every way possible. For that
reason I am p~robably in agreement with
him; but if he thinks that the withholding
of publication from the newspapers will
help) in any way, I assure him 'he is wrong.
Many people who may be thinking of ob-
taining a divorce are sensitive; they would
not like to see their names published in
some weekend newspapecr. I will admitjhat
we must make a decision as to which is
Ipreferable, a divorce or an unofficial wife.
There is no other Alternative.

Hon. L. A. Logan: They call them dc
facto wives nowadays.

lion. C. G. LATHAM, It is a serious
matter, but the further we get away
from the war period, the better it
wvill he. The war was the cause in Aus-
tralia and elsewhere of the breaking-uir of
many homes. People contracted hasty mar-
riages during the war period. It will not,
however, be any benefit to adopt a hush-
hush policy. I agree with what was said
by a judge a little while ago, that the pub-
licity given to these cases s~ometimes aets
as a deterrent. Anything we can do to stop
people from rushing into marriages about
which they are sorry afterwards, we should
do.
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Hon. L. B. Bolton: The sordid side could
be kept from publication.

Hlof. C. G. LATHAM: The sordid side
of some criminal offences is much more
demoralising.

lion. L. B. Bolton: I agree with that, too.

Hon. C. G. LATIHAM: I (10 not read the
reports of divorce eases.

lion. C. F. Baxter: You are sophist .i-
cated 1

lion. C. G. LATHAM: As one grows
older one gets sophisticated. It all depends
upon the company ode keeps.

Hon. L. B. 1 olton: Is that why you camne
here from another place?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: if I am entitled
to answer interjctions, I would say that I
came here because there appeared to be no
better place to go to.

Hon.,L. B3. Bolton: That is a compliment.
Hon. C2. 0. LATHAMA: I have found- it

a nice spot. I have been well received and
I hope that my stay will he a long one.

Hon. J. A. Dirinmitt: Hear, hear!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I feel that we
shall get on very wel[ together. If we get
on as wvell as we have up to date, I shall
lie satisfied--and I hope members will, be
too. That is my contribution to the Address-
in-reply debate. I wish to congratulate the
Ministers, who have taken on a big job, -but
they do not want to 'get the notion that
theirs is the only opinion.

The Honoraryv Minister: You are a nice
one to talk like that!

Haon. C. G. LATHAM: In Western Aiss-
tralia there are many people anxious to
help. That is the co-operative spirit of the
people of the British Empire and it will
get us out of our difficulties. We still have
a diffltult task ahead of us. I would not
like to see the Old Country fail; I would
give my last shilling and would work until
I could toil no longer to prevent it, and I
think my sentiments are shared by every true
Australian. Let us give the Old Country
whatever help we can to assist her to rally.
She may be passing through a temporary
phase, hut her people are tightening their
belts. Let us join with them and make
sacrifices equal to theirs.

On motion by Hen. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.64 pi.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

RAILWAYS.

As to Tenders for Supplying Locomotives.

Mr. STYANTS (onl notice) asked the
Minister for Railways:

In the "Kalgoorlie Miner" of the 26th
July he is reported to have said that since
his Government took office, orders had been
placed for about 65 locomotives. If correctly
reported, will hie inform the House of the
following details--

(1) Classes and numfbers of engines in-
volved in each class?

(2) Dates tenders were called for eachV
(3) Dates tenders were accepted?
(4) Names of successful tenderers?
(5) Approximate dates of delivery I
(6) The date that tenders were called for

the 25 PR locomotives, the contract for
which was recently signed?

(7) Date tenders were accepted?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) 65 locomotives are on order, classes

and numbers heing:-(a) PR, 25 loco-
motives; (b) 4-8-2 light rail, 30 locomotives.

(2) (a) Quotations 1vc~e sought through
Agent General by cable dated the 17th Octo-
ber, 1946; (b) In view of the necessity for
early augmentation of light rail locomotive
stockc, approval was given on the 7th July,
1947, to placing an order for the light rail
locomotives, subject to right of cancellation
following report of Royal Commissioner on
Railways.


